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The use of Artificial Intelligence as a Language Learning Strategy

Zoe Gavriilidou, Democritus University of Thrace

In the rapidly evolving landscape of education, the integration of Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) has emerged as a transformative force, significantly enhancing language learning 

experiences  and fostering  multilingualism.  While  AI  holds  the  potential  to  deliver 

substantial  benefits  across  various  domains,  it  is  crucial  to  recognize  that  only 

individuals who are AI-literate will gain a competitive edge in this new era (Ng, Leung, 

Chu & Chiao, 2021). This is especially pertinent in the context of language learning 

education.  AI  literacy,  as we define it,  encompasses a set  of  essential  skills  and 

strategies  that  everyone  must  acquire  to  navigate  this  intelligence-driven  era 

effectively (Casal-Otero, et al  2023). These skills include an understanding of the 

various types and applications of AI in daily life, an awareness of the potential risks 

associated with AI usage, and a commitment to ethical, critical, and responsible AI 

engagement (Gavriilidou, 2024).

This presentation aims to explore how AI can be leveraged as a Language Learning 

Strategy (LLS) to optimize both the process and outcomes of language acquisition. 

Building on Oxford’s (1990) classification of LLS, we propose a taxonomy of AI-driven 

strategies,  which can be categorized into six  key areas:  cognitive,  metacognitive, 

memory, compensation, affective, and social. We will demonstrate how each of these 

categories can contribute to language learning by empowering learners with targeted 

strategies  designed to  enhance their  interaction  with  AI-driven  language  learning 

platforms.  In  addition  to  presenting  this  taxonomy,  we  will  provide  a  systematic 

comparison between traditional and AI-based strategies, discussing the respective 

advantages and disadvantages of each approach. 

Our presentation will unfold as follows: we begin by defining the concept of AI literacy, 

emphasizing its critical importance in the modern educational landscape. Next, we 

explore  the significance of  strategic  language learning,  and finally,  we present  a 

classification of AI-driven strategies that can be employed as LLS, contrasting them 

with traditional methods to highlight their respective strengths and limitations.

This presentation is the first to offer a novel contribution by proposing a comprehensive 

taxonomy of  AI-driven LLS,  which not  only  categorizes  these strategies  but  also 

systematically compares them to traditional methods, thereby providing fresh insights 

into the optimization of language learning in the AI era.
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Where and how to go with πάω Αθήνα? The view from Greek Headlinese

Michail I. Marinis & Brian D. Joseph

In engaging in grammatical analysis, one must be open to finding and using relevant data from 

any  possible  source.  In  this  presentation  we explore  the  consequences  of  data  from a 

particular register of usage in Greek – newspaper headlines (GHL) – for the analysis of a 

relatively  recently  documented  colloquial  and  sociolinguistically  restricted  construction  in 

Greek (Theodoropoulou 2013) involving the absence of overt directional/locational marking 

with nouns of place after verbs of motion, as in πάω Αθήνα ‘I am going to Athens’ (vs. πάω 

στην Αθήνα). Noting that such nouns of place typically require a definite article (η Αθήνα / *Ø 

Αθήνα, cf.  Roussou & Tsimpli 1994), and that there are contexts, e.g. informationally rich 

relative clauses with που (see Joseph 1980), where redundant prepositions can be omitted, 

we seek to answer the question of just what is missing in the πάω Αθήνα construction and the 

means by which — the where and how — this absence is licensed. 

In particular, we argue that this construction involves a pragmatically licensed omission of 

a  preposition  in  an  informationally  rich  context  —  note  that  location  and  direction  are 

pragmatically redundant notions with nouns of place —  together with the absence of an article 

that is otherwise anomalous in Standard Modern Greek (SG) but does occur in a restricted 

register, namely GHL.

Adopting the framework proposed by Author(s) (2024ab) regarding the existence of a 

Greek Special Headlines Grammar (Gr-SHG), we draw on a characteristic of headlines as 

providing evidence regarding the πάω Αθήνα construction. Greek headlines (GHL) in general 

show the presence of grammatical and syntactic constructions that are either ungrammatical 

or unavailable in Standard Modern Greek (SMG). Drawing on data from a corpus we have 

created based on the Historical Archive of the Greek newspapers TO VIMA and TA NEA, and 

supplemented by data from contemporary printed and online Greek newspapers, we identify a 

construction relevant to the analysis of πάω Αθήνα, namely the potential omission in GHL of 

just the definite article without an overt verb in directional  constructions where SG requires its 

presence (e.g., Roussou & Tsimpli 1994); see (1) and (2).

These examples show a construction in which pragmatically inferable material can be 

omitted, as in the relative clauses discussed by Joseph 1980, though it extends to the definite 

article in this case, a function word that is absent in the πάω Αθήνα construction.  Thus Greek 

in its broadest sense has contexts in which prepositions and articles can each be omitted from 

places they otherwise are required, and these “conspire”, we argue, to allow πάω Αθήνα.

Our findings moreover challenge Milapides’ (1989) claim that the ungrammatical omission 

of the article, which is permitted in languages like English, is not possible in GHL.
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DATA, TABLE, AND REFERENCES

1 GHL se lárisa ce vólo i nádia γianakopúlu

https://www.larissanet.gr, September 23, 2024

SG s(e)- -tin lárisa ce ton vólo píγe i nádia γianakopúlu

in the Larisa and the Volos went the Nandia Giannakopoulou

‘Nandia Giannakopoulou went to Larisa and Volos’

2 GHL se kórinθ

o

ce cáto o pávlos gerulános

https://korinthia24.gr, August 28, 2024

SG s(e)- -tin kórinθ

o

ce to cáto píγe o pávlos jerulános

in the Korinth and the Kiaton went the Pavlos Geroulanos

‘Pavlos Geroulanos went to Corinth and Kiato’

GHL SMG ‘I am going to Athens’
i. ✓ ✓ páo se tin aθín

a
ii. * * páo tin aθín

a
iii. ✓ * páo se aθín

a
iv. ✓ ✓ páo aθín

a
Table 1: The comparison among GHL and SMG.
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Author(s). 2024a. Details removed for blind review purposes.

Author(s). 2024b. Details removed for blind review purposes.
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The perception and interpretation of rhetorical questions by Greek adults and 

children*

Recent research on the processing and perception of rhetorical questions (RQs) has indicated 

that speakers mainly depend on prosodic cues and linguistic context, rather than lexical or 

syntactic cues, when interpreting questions (Neitsch et al. 2018, Neitsch 2019, Kharaman et al. 

2019). Additionally, research on Greek (Arvaniti et al. 2020, Baltazani et al. 2020) has shown 

that non-information-seeking questions differ from information-seeking questions (ISQ) in the 

way they are prosodically realized, with the former associated with a flat-ending tune (LH* L-

L%) and the latter with a high-ending tune (L*H L-H%), although neither pattern seems to be 

exclusively associated with a specific question type. A previous study, targeting adults, has 

confirmed an association of a H% and a L% boundary tone with ISQs and RQs respectively, 

which was however exploited mainly in the absence of contextual or lexical cues (Christou et al. 

2024).

In the present study we extend the investigation to Greek speaking children with our aim 

being to examine the factors that modulate the perception and interpretation of RQs by both 

populations. In particular, we investigate a) whether and how lexical and prosodic cues (i.e., the 

boundary tone of the question) affect the discrimination between RQs and ISQs, b) the strength 

of the effect of each factor, as well as of their possible interactions, so that we can establish a 

hierarchy, and c) whether children and adults exploit cues in the same way. 

To this end, we designed two new experiments, a perception and a comprehension one, 

administered to  50 adults and 40 typically developing children of 3 age groups: 6-7, 8-9, and 

10-11  years  old  using  the  SoSciSurvey  platform 

(https://www.soscisurvey.de/admin/index.php). The perception experiment aimed to establish 

the participants’ ability to perceive prosodic information, so they were presented with pairs of 

questions either with the same or a different prosodic pattern and were asked to decide 

whether they sounded "the same" or "different". Two prosodic patterns were exploited, namely 

a L% and a H% boundary tone,  based on associations reported in  the literature.  In the 

comprehension experiment, participants were presented with questions differing in prosodic 

realization (L% and H% boundary tones) and lexical cues (sambos and araʝe were used to 

indicate a RQ or an ISQ use respectively). Each use (RQ and ISQ) was assigned to a different 

Smurf  character  and participants were asked to  express their  preferred interpretation by 

selecting the character they found most likely to have uttered each question. 

The findings obtained from the experiments are presented and discussed with regard to the 

role of the factors investigated on the interpretation of questions, as well as to the way these 

processes are acquired. A comparison is made between adult and child performance and the 

acquisition sequence of the linguistic cues used to interpret RQ is discussed.
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Gender inclusive practices in Greek: reform, uptake and metapragmatic stance taking  

Sofia Lampropoulou (University of Liverpool), Denise Sarri-Chasan (University of the Aegean), 

Anastasia G. Stamou (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) & Marianthi Georgalidou (University 

of the Aegean) 

This presentation aims to review gender inclusive language practices (henceforth GIL) in Greek, 

including sexist language documentation (Tsokalidou, 1996; Pavlidou, 1985; 2002) as well as 

official language intervention proposals and recommendations (Gasouka and Georgalidou, 

2018; Lampropoulou and Georgalidou, 2017). It will reflect on the uptake of existing GIL 

interventions, and it will present the desiderata and future directions in GIL in the Greek 

sociolinguistics landscape. We start by unpacking the complexity of the Greek linguacultural 

context that, due to a long-lasting diglossia, it has sustained a rigid association of masculine 

grammatical gender categories with formality and prestige (Lampropoulou and Georgalidou, 

2017). We attribute this to the relative late awakening of feminist language reform in Greek 

compared to other European countries (Lampropoulou and Georgalidou, 2017). We then move 

on to review the recommendations of the first official attempt at feminist language reform by the 

Guide for non-Sexist language use (2018) and its uptake in diverse public discursive spaces. 

Specifically, we draw upon data from current TV popular shows, political and news discourse, 

student social media communication and higher education official documents. We conduct a 

critical discourse analysis to reveal the dominant language ideologies and the metapragmatic 

stereotypes (Stamou, 2018) that are reproduced through GIL choices (or lack of) in these 

discursive spaces. We argue that despite the official guidance on double gender marking, there 

is significant lack of consistency in GIL use; in fact, we observe paradoxical practices where the 

generic masculine is preferred even when there is exclusive reference to women/female 

persons despite the circulation of available feminine forms. We discuss these practices in the 

context of metapragmatic stance-taking on GIL adopted by the wider public, drawing, primarily, 

upon data from news interviews and opinion articles by prominent Greek novelists and 

journalists. We observe two overlapping dominant discourses reproduced in attitudes towards 

GIL. First, women are presented as trespassers of perceived standardness (Lampropoulou and 

Georgalidou, 2017). At the same time, GIL is presented as excessive (Johnson, 2024), 

narrowed down to the practices of feminist/leftist preoccupations and as such it is politicised/ 

ideologised (Burnett and Pozniak, 2021). As a result, generic masculine practices are 

naturalised as the expected and default choices of Greek language users. Drawing upon GIL 

literature in other European countries, we argue that GIL in Greece is officially growing but 

publicly fading.  
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The development of δήποτε as a marker of Free Choice in Ancient Greek

Camille Denizot

The study aims at describing and explaining the emergence of δήποτε as a Free Choice 

marker in the ancient stages of Greek language, i.e. in Classical and Post-Classical Greek. 

Free Choice Items (FCI) – a set of terms whose referent is built as non-relevant, as in  

Engl. any or whatever– have been explored in a wide range of languages, including Standard 

Modern Greek (see inter alia Giannakidou 1998, 2001, Vlachou 2007, Giannakidou & Quer 

2013). The default FCI in Modern Greek involves the cluster -δήποτε combined with a relative 

stem, as in οποιοσδήποτε. The compositional meaning of such FCIs is not debated, since the 

combination of a relative stem, a focus particle like δή and an indefinite temporal item like ποτε 

is known for FCIs in many languages (Haspelmath & König 1998). 

The present study intends to put the undebated relationship between δήποτε and Free 

Choice meaning into diachronic perspective, focusing on the first attestations of both δήποτε 

and FCI in the history of Greek: δήποτε was not originally associated with FC meanings, which 

means that the collocation ‘relative+ δήποτε’ has developed only secondarily as a FCI. Even 

though the development of δή ποτε has not been studied yet in a systematic way in Ancient 

Greek, we know from previous studies that: a) the collocation of δή and ποτε does not usually 

have an indefinite meaning, let alone a Free Choice meaning (see LSJ sub uerbo δήποτε); 

when combined with a relative stem, it has a specific speaker-unknown meaning (Thijs 2021: 

229-333) ; b) the regular FCI of Classical Greek is ὁστισοῦν (also in inscriptions, see Monteil 

1963: 132-133), with another particle which cannot be explained as a substitute for -ever, 

whatever its contribution to the FCI may be (see Denizot 2019).

Our study is corpus-based and investigates all available examples in literary texts from 

Classical  Greek and Postclassical  Greek.  With this  comprehensive corpus:  a)  we give a 

complete sketch of the distribution of δή ποτε in Classical Greek; b) we focus on the pattern 

‘relative  +  δή  ποτε’,  describing  their  semantic  characteristics,  assessing  the  respective 

contribution of δή and ποτε (for relative + δή, see Bonifazi and al. 2016) and comparing them 

with the FCI ὁστισοῦν, in Classical and Postclassical Greek.

We claim that the compositional meaning of the pattern ‘relative + δή ποτε’ is not the 

sole reason for its use as a FCI, but that the pattern is better understood in contrast with the  

competing ὁστισοῦν. According to our study: a) unlike ὁστισοῦν, the collocation ὅστις + δή ποτε 

is related to the paradigm of interrogative/ interrogative/ indefinite: τίς δή ποτε, –τις δή ποτε, ὃς 

δή ποτε are all attested in Classical Greek, with a specific meaning, referring to a unique 

random item or to a specific item, leaving aside the question of its identification; b) while the FCI 

ὁστισοῦν is used mostly (and originally) as an indefinite marker without subordinating force, 

ὅστις δή ποτε (and variants: ὅσος δή ποτε, οἷος δή ποτε etc.) is mostly used as a subordinator: 

the indefinite marker probably originated from full-fledged clausal constructions.

The development of δήποτε as a marker of Free Choice in Ancient Greek
Camille Denizot
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Lexical influences on the Gapping-Overabundance continuum:

Evidence from Modern Greek Genitives and Comparatives

Kyriaki Tsompanidou & Ioanna Topintzi

Paradigms  oftentimes  include  gapped  cells,  when  an  expected  form  is  missing,  and 

overabundant cells, whereby two forms are used in variation (Baerman et al. 2010; Sims 

2015; Thornton 2011, among others). On the basis of Modern Greek data from the genitive 

case  and  comparative  form,  the  present  study  proposes  that  the  two  phenomena  are 

governed by a gradient  relationship,  illustrated in  a scale  (Schema 1).  Point  1 is  where 

canonical cells with a single form are placed. The further to the left, the more likely it is for a  

cell to exhibit a gap, and the further to the right, the more overabundant the cell is.

The placement – and potential movement – of a cell along the suggested continuum 

is bound by various factors that may condition its non-canonicity, which, however, is to a 

certain extent arbitrary for the attested data. Previous work on the defectivity of the genitive 

(indicatively:  Τριανταφυλλίδης 1926; Sims 2006;  Mertyris 2014)  and  the synthetic-analytic 

variation of the comparative (see Χειλά-Μαρκοπούλου 1986; Karkaletsou & Alexiadou 2023) 

point  to  the multifactorial  nature of  these phenomena.  In  this  study,  we focus on lexical 

properties as a common factor between the genitive and the comparative that seems to 

trigger a movement of non-canonical cells towards a more canonical position on the scale. A 

rightward movement indicates that an expected gap eventually acquires form, whereas a 

leftward movement signals the preference over one of two forms that are typically in variation 

(Schema 2).

First, through an experimental production task we are testing the effect of the gradual 

loss  of  morphosemantic  transparency of  the  diminutive  suffix  [-aci]  on  the production  or 

avoidance of its genitive plural form. For example, the meaning of the word  [paˈŋɡaci] as 

‘park  bench’ diverges  from the  meanings  of  its  components  [ˈpaŋɡos +  aci]  (=  counter-

Diminutive), in contrast to diminutives that actually reflect their prototypical meaning, like [pe

ˈðaci] (=  child-Diminutive). The findings  provide evidence that the lexicalisation process is 

expected to fill the typically gapped genitive cell, thus moving it rightwards on the scale.

Second,  in  a  corpus  analysis,  we  are  examining  the  behaviour  of  the  allomorph 

comparative  suffixes  [-ˈoteɾos],  [-ˈiteɾos]  and  [-ˈesteɾos],  in  contrast  to  the  analytic 

comparative structure {[pço] + positive degree of the adjective}. Satisfying the Elsewhere 

Principle (Kiparsky 1973), the more lexically-specific suffixes [-ˈiteɾos] and [-ˈesteɾos] appear 

to take precedence in the corpora over the more general analytic form, whereas [-ˈoteɾos], 

being widely applicable, is found in a tighter competition with the analytic form. Synthetic 

comparatives with  [-ˈiteɾos]  and [-ˈesteɾos]  are,  therefore,  more likely  to  be preferred by 

speakers, guiding the overabundant cell leftwards on the scale.

Lexical influences on the Gapping-Overabundance continuum: Evidence from Modern Greek Genitives and Comparatives
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Schema 1. Types of paradigm cells: MG genitives (blue) and comparatives (red).

Schema 2. Cell movement in the genitive (blue) and the comparative (red).
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Possessors and Possessor Passivisation in the History of Greek

DP-internal and DP-external possessors are found both in Ancient Greek (AG) and 

Modern Greek (MG) (1a–b). While it might seem as if little had changed, novel data on 

passivisation of genitive possessors in AG can provide evidence of important changes in the 

DP and the case system. We build on the well-known distinction between external and 

internal possession,1 with only the latter displaying actual movement from within the DP. 

Combining new data with previously unrelated observations from the literature on Greek, we 

argue that internal possession was lost in Greek, in connection with the aforementioned 

changes, ultimately leading to differences in the availability of possessor passivisation. Thus 

we treat possessor passivisation as a diagnostic for the structure of the overall DP in Greek. 

AG allows IO passsivisation,2,3,4 not only for certain verbs with dative IOs, but also for 

verbs displaying possessor raising, which alternate productively with nominatives in passives 

(2). Clear examples of such constructions are found as early as Herodotus and become 

more widespread in the Hellenistic period. At an earlier stage, some but not all of these 

verbs occurred in double-accusative constructions,5 which however were largely obsolete by 

the time the first possessor passives appeared.

We argue that the passivisation of genitive arguments in AG involves a three-step 

process: the genitive possessor appears in a position at the edge of the DP;6 moves further 

up the vP spine, where it may remain (as in 3); and optionally moves up to Spec,TP, where it 

can appear as a nominative (as in 2, with pro-drop). Crucially, passivisation can occur if the 

DP edge position is an A-position; otherwise, an improper movement violation would occur. 

While AG had two DP-internal positions for a subject and an object (4), MG has only the 

object position (5).6,7,8,9,10 As MG lacks the DP-internal A-position that serves as an escape 

hatch, AG-type possessor raising and passivisation are impossible. Indeed, it has been 

argued that while AG had internal possessor constructions,7,11,12 MG has only external 

possessor constructions,3 and that the “external” position of genitives has been reanalysed12 

from hosting raised elements to hosting directly merged external affected arguments, leading 

to the reanalysis of possessors as affected applicative arguments.

Building on previous work,3 we argue that in MG, which has lost IO passivisation, 

affected arguments bearing morphological genitive case receive dependent Case sensitive 

to the presence of a lower argument bearing accusative case within the vP domain.13,14 This 

is shown the alternation in these constructions of genitives with accusatives when there no 

second argument in the vP (6–7) and not with nominatives.3 In AG, however, the different 

case frames of possessor constructions (acc/dat/gen) show that AG had both internal and 

external possessor constructions, including high applicative constructions. This pattern was 

gradually generalised and fixed when internal possessor raising was lost.
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Elena Anagnostopoulou, Morgan Macleod, Christina Sevdali

14



Examples
1. a. édakne tòn póda mou / moû édakne tòn póda

bite.AOR.3SG the foot.ACC me.GEN

‘It bit my foot’ (after Ar. Pl. 822, Luc. Nec. 10.11)
b. dagose to podi mu / mu dagose to podi

bite.AOR.3SG the foot.ACC me.GEN

‘My foot hurts’ (MG)
2. tríkhas t’ etmḗthēn tásde

hair.ACC.PLand cut.1SG.AOR.PASS this.ACC.PL

‘I have had this hair cut’ (lit. ‘I was cut this hair’) (Eur. Tro. 480)
3. tôn geitónōn kópsas tḕn thúran

the neighbour.GEN.PL strike.PTCP.AOR.NOM the door.ACC

‘having knocked on the door of the neighbours’ (Dem. 47 57)
4. kata tḕn Phaiákōn proenoíkēsin tês Kerkúras

down the.ACC Phaeacian.GEN.PL preinhabitation.ACC the.GEN Corfu.GEN

‘from the Phaeacians’ earlier inhabitation of Corfu’ (Thuc. 1.25.4)6

5. *i katoikisi tis Kerkiras ton Faiakon
the settlement.NOM the Corfu.GEN the Phaeacian.GEN.PL

‘the Phaeacians’ settlement of Corfu’ (MG)
6. eklepsan  tu Jani ton fakelo tis eterias

steal.3PL.AOR the Janis.GEN the folder.ACC the company.GEN

‘Someone stole the company’s folder from Janis’
7. eklepsan  ton Jani/*tu Jani

steal.3PL.AOR the Janis.ACC/*GEN

‘Someone stole (something) from Janis’
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Exploring Polarity and Dialectal Variation:

Positive Polarity Items in Standard Modern Greek and Cypriot Greek

Mina Giannoula, Kleanthes Grohmann, Michalis Michaelides

This study investigates the interaction between positive polarity sensitivity (Baker 1970, Tsimpli 

& Roussou 1996, Szabolcsi 2004, Giannakidou 2011)  and diglossia in Greek,  focusing on 

Standard  Modern  Greek  (SMG)  and  Cypriot  Greek  (CG).  It  explores  whether  adverbial 

preverbs, such as psilo– ‘a bit’ and para– ‘over-’, function as Positive Polarity Items (PPIs), how 

they are distributed across different sentential environments, and how they are interpreted by 

native  speakers  of  the  two  varieties.  The  project  aims  to  shed  light  on  how polarity  is 

represented within the broader sociolinguistic context of diglossia, where the coexistence of 

SMG and CG adds complexity to linguistic judgments.

To this end, an acceptability judgment task was conducted with 220 participants, stratified into 

two age groups (18-30 and 50+) and three participant subgroups: a) native speakers of SMG in 

Greece, b) bilectals speakers of CG-SMG in Cyprus, and c) CG-SMG speakers who have 

resided in Greece for at least 5 years. The stimuli consisted of 32 critical items in SMG. Eight 

critical conditions are examined, combining two bound degree modifiers (psilo-, para-) with four 

sentential environments: affirmation, negation, question, and disjunction. 12 filler sentences 

were also included.

The findings offer strong evidence that  psilo- and  para- are polarity-sensitive and can be 

classified as PPIs. Both preverbs received high acceptability ratings in affirmative clauses and 

were  rejected  in  negative  ones,  confirming  their  polarity-dependent  distribution.  Their 

intermediate ratings in questions and disjunctions further suggest that they behave as weak 

PPIs, with context-sensitive licensing. Cross-dialectal comparisons revealed similar polarity 

patterns among SMG speakers in Greece and CG-SMG speakers in Cyprus. However, CG-

SMG speakers  living  in  Greece showed a  more conservative  response pattern,  even in 

affirmative contexts, possibly reflecting dialectal attrition, increased metalinguistic awareness, 

or insecurity associated with exposure to the dominant variety.
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Abstract

Family language policy of transnational Greek-speaking families in France: school 

language choice and perspectives in language learning

School choice and language οf instruction for children is a complex and critical decision for 

transnational families, which is influenced both by the educational opportunities available in the 

country of residence (Slavkov, 2017) and by parents’ agency (Spolsky, 2012; King & Fogle, 

2013; Curdt-Christiansen & Wang, 2018) and ideologies (Gogonas & Kirsch, 2018). In this 

paper  we focus on the family  language policy  of  Greek-speaking families  established in 

Strasbourg,  France,  regarding  the  choice  of  educational  institution  and  the  language  of 

instruction of their children.

Although  monolingual  French-based  school  programs  are  the  predominant  language  in 

schools in the French territory, in Strasbourg there are also opportunities for simultaneous 

bilingual  education  through  the  international schools, the European  school  or  bilingual 

programs both in public and in private schools. These various educational resources enhance 

and challenge the language policy of the families of our study.

Drawing on sociolinguistic interviews with parents and children of 14 transnational Greek-

speaking families living in Strasbourg, we aim to explore how parents endorse the role of 

language policy agents and thus influence their children's multilingual development. We will 

investigate the criteria according to which parents choose the school, the (main) language of 

instruction and the extra language courses their  children attend, in order to identify their 

representations and attitudes towards bilingualism/multilingualism as well as the language 

ideologies informing their choices. Finally, we will address the children’s role as well as their 

agency in language learning and the design of the family language policy.
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Discursive Strategies for the Legitimation of the Greek Government’s Violation of COVID-19 
Restrictive Measures: A Case Study

The proposed paper highlights the discursive strategies used by the pro-government press to 

legitimise  a  violation  of  COVID-19  restrictive  measures  by  government  officials  during  the 

pandemic. The case study focuses on a mobile concert held by the singer Alkistis Protopsalti, 

organised by the Mayor of Athens, Kostas Bakoyannis, during a period in Greece when strict 

mobility restrictions were in place and fines were imposed on violators. The concert passed 

through central  streets of  Athens and made stops at  Evangelismos Hospital  and the Prime 

Minister’s official residence. The Mayor of Athens and the Prime Minister, along with journalists, 

police  officers,  and  members  of  the  public,  gathered  at  the  concert,  thereby  violating  the 

government-imposed restrictions and prompting strong reactions from opposition parties. Using 

Critical  Discourse Analysis,  particularly the Discourse-Historical  Approach (Reisigl  & Wodak, 

2001; Wodak, 2016), and the legitimation strategies outlined by Van Leeuwen (2007) and Reyes 

(2011), the study analyses Greek online news articles published shortly after the concert took 

place. I analysed articles that either supported the event or reported it without explicit criticism, 

excluding oppositional coverage. The analysis, combining qualitative methods and corpus tools 

(AntConc),  shows  how  the  pro-government  press  used  referential  strategies  (nomination 

/predication) to construct  in-groups and out-groups,  intensification and mitigation to shape the 

reception of the event, and argumentation strategies—such as topoi of authority and solidarity—to 

justify the government’s actions. Alongside Van Leeuwen’s (2007) legitimation strategies—such 

as  authorization,  moral  evaluation,  rationalization and  mythopoesis  —complementary 

mechanisms like silencing dissent and using humour to discredit criticism played a key role in 

reinforcing the dominant narrative. In doing so, the media contributed to the reinforcement of an 

anti-pluralist  discourse.  Drawing  on  previous  research  on  the  legitimation  of  authoritarian 

discourse (Boukala 2021; Wodak 2021) and the role of humour as a silencing or delegitimising 

strategy (Tsakona & Popa, 2011), the study shows how media discourse normalised the violation 

by framing it as a seemingly cultural, apolitical event. 

Discursive Strategies for the Legitimation of the Greek Government’s Violation of COVID-19 Restrictive Measures: A
Case Study
Anthoula-Eleftheria Andresaki

20



References

Boukala, S. (2021). "We need to talk about the hegemony of the left": The normalization of  
extreme right discourse in Greece. Journal of Language and Politics, 20(4), 530–552. 

Reisigl,  M.,  &  Wodak,  R.  (2001).  Discourse  and  discrimination:  Rhetorics  of  racism  and  
antisemitism. Routledge.

Reyes,  A.  (2011).  Strategies  of  legitimization  in  political  discourse:  From words  to  actions. 
Discourse & Society, 22(6), 781–807. 

Tsakona, V., & Popa, D. E. (Eds.). (2011). Studies in political humour: In between political critique 
and public entertainment. John Benjamins.

Van  Leeuwen,  T.  (2007).  Legitimation  in  discourse  and  communication.  Discourse  & 
Communication, 1(1), 91–112.

Wodak, R. (2016). The discourse-historical approach (DHA). In R. Wodak & M. Meyer (Eds.), 
Methods of critical discourse studies (3rd ed., pp. 23–61). SAGE Publications.

Wodak, R. (2021). The politics of fear: The shameless normalisation of far-right discourse (2nd 
ed.). SAGE.

Discursive Strategies for the Legitimation of the Greek Government’s Violation of COVID-19 Restrictive Measures: A
Case Study
Anthoula-Eleftheria Andresaki

21



Similarity effects in the processing and comprehension 

of Greek object relative clauses 

Gerakini Douka & Despina Papadopoulou, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

dgerakini@lit.auth.gr 

Similarity effects in relative clause (RC) processing and comprehension refer to the fact that 

object RCs (ORCs) in which the head determiner phrase (DP) and the RC DP match in features 

have been found to be harder to parse and comprehend than ORCs in which the two DPs 

mismatch in these features (e.g., Biondo et al., 2023). These effects have been accounted for 

in the framework of Relativized Minimality (e.g., Rizzi, 2004), which assumes that the relevant 

features are only those triggering syntactic movement, but also in the framework of similarity-

based interference models (e.g., Lewis & Vasishth, 2005), which involve any feature. To our 

knowledge, only Papadopoulou et al. (2025) have thus far provided online evidence of number 

similarity effects during the reading of Greek RCs by means of a self-paced reading task. 

In the present study we aimed at exploring whether similarity effects in Greek ORCs 

arise when the relevant  features (a)  trigger  movement,  e.g.  number  features,  or  (b)  are 

pragmatic.  What is more, since in Papadopoulou et  al.  (2025) the expected effect  arose 

primarily on the main verb region, which is known to host additional retrieval processes (e.g., 

Cunnings & Fujita, 2023), we added extra material, i.e. an adverbial between the RC and the 

main verb, to test whether the effect previously found genuinely stemmed from RC processing. 

We tested 40 adult native speakers of Greek with a mean age of 19.88 years old (range: 

18-28) by means of a self-paced reading paradigm followed by a paraphrase verification task. 

ORCs were manipulated for the number and the pragmatic (defined in terms of thematic role 

reversibility) (mis)match between the head DP and the RC DP (see example 1). Additionally, 

we explored the role of participants’ individual differences in cognitive skills, such as working 

memory and inhibitory control, as well as reading fluency and metalinguistic skills. 

Accuracy results showed that the mismatch conditions were always more accurate than 

the match ones and that the number mismatch conditions were easier than the number match 

ones only when there was pragmatic match. Regarding online processing, RTs on the RC DP 

revealed that  the  pragmatic  mismatch sentences were read faster  than the match ones, 

whereas RTs from the adverbial up to the final segment showed that the number mismatch 

conditions were read faster than the match ones. Regarding individual differences, reading 

fluency and metalinguistic skills were found to positively affect participants’ offline performance.

Overall,  a)  both  types  of  features  mattered  during  Greek  ORC  processing  and 

comprehension, b) the effect found in Papadopoulou et al. (2025) was replicated on the region 

between the RC and the main verb, c) increased reading fluency and metalinguistic skills were 

found to facilitate comprehension.
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(1)

a. PRAGMATIC MATCH-NUMBER MATCH/MISMATCH

Ο μαθητής που χαιρέτησε/χαιρέτησαν 

theM.NOM.SG studentM.NOM.SG that greeted3SG/PL 

ο/οι δάσκαλος/δάσκαλοι χθες είχε ξανθά μαλλιά.

theM.NOM.SG/PL teacherM.NOM.SG/PL yesterday had3SG blond  hair

‘The student that the teacher/teachers greeted yesterday had blond hair.’

b. PRAGMATIC MISMATCH-NUMBER MATCH/MISMATCH

Ο μαθητής που εξέτασε/εξέτασαν

theM.NOM.SG studentM.NOM.SG that examined3SG/PL  

ο/οι δάσκαλος/δάσκαλοι χθες είχε ξανθά μαλλιά.

theM.NOM.SG/PL teacherM.NOM.SG/PL yesterday had3SG blond  hair

‘The student that the teacher/teachers examined yesterday had blond hair.’

Biondo, N., Pagliarini, E., Moscati, V., Rizzi, L., & Belletti, A. (2023). Features matter: the role of 

number and gender features during the online processing of subject-and object-relative 

clauses in Italian. Language, Cognition and Neuroscience, 38(6), 802-820.

Cunnings, I., & Fujita, H. (2023). Similarity-based interference and relative clauses in second 

language processing. Second Language Research, 39(2), 539-563.
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Kiki Nikiforidou, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

Insubordinate που (pu) and the network of που constructions in Modern Greek

Subordinating που has been studied extensively in different theoretical frameworks and in all three 

of its main functions: relativizer, complementizer and adverbial connective (selectively, Alexiadou 

1998;  Βαρλοκώστα 1994;  Βελούδης 1999;  Θεοφανοπούλου 1985;  Katis  &  Nikiforidou  2010; 

Nicholas 1999; Nikiforidou 2005, 2006, 2022, 2025; Roussou 2020; Χρηστίδης 1982, 1986). In the 

present work I shift the focus to insubordinate uses featuring pu with a na-clause, which fall under 

the “syntactically independent - discursively dependent” subtype of insubordinate constructions 

cross-linguistically (Mithun 2008; D’Hertefelt & Verstraete 2014; D’Hertefelt 2018). Based on 1000 

randomly selected examples from GkWaC (assessed from sketchengine in 2025), two related but 

distinct patterns emerge, illustrated in (1) and (2).

Both (1) and (2) share sentence initial position and reference to the preceding part of the discourse 

albeit in different ways; instances of (1) can have a nominal antecedent in the clause preceding pu 

and/or may function as a type of free relative; this is not the case for the construction in (2), where 

pu only signals relevance to the preceding discourse, distancing itself from an anaphoric function . 

The more marginal (in the corpus) construction in (1) is further restricted to the directive speech 

acts  of  curse/wish  and shows a  strong  preference  for  non-past  tenses.  The  more  frequent 

construction  in  (2),  with  obvious  rhetorical  question  flavor  although  not  a  question,  shows 

collostructional  attraction to cognition verbs (notably  ξέρω ‘know’,  καταλαβαίνω ‘understand’, 

φαντάζομαι ‘imagine’, βλέπω ‘see’) and combines a factive with a negative interpretation although 

no negative marker is present (e.g., a possible paraphrase of (2) is that ‘it is a fact that most people 

do not understand’).

Based on qualitative and quantitative analysis of the corpus examples, I attempt to relate some of 

the properties above to pu’s subordinating uses, to morpho-syntactic and semantic properties of of 

na-clauses and to exclamatives, and separate them from conventional, non-derivable properties of 

the two constructions. Ultimately, the aim is to build a network of related constructions, where 

properties pass on from more general to more restricted patterns through inheritance, as part of a 

Greek constructicon. Importantly, the constructions at hand are not fixed idioms in the traditional 

sense; they can be manipulated and extended productively while obviously sharing features with 

productive complementation patterns of Greek. Constructional frameworks (e.g. Kay & Fillmore 

1999; Goldberg 2006; Fried 2015) are ideally suited to capture both derivable and idiosyncratic 

properties, and in this sense, the entirety of speakers’ knowledge in terms of constructions. 
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(1) Ελπίζω να τιμωρηθεί με τον χειρότερο δυνατό τρόπο. Που να του κοπούν τα χέρια που 

τόλμησαν να αγγίξουν αυτό το πλασματάκι.  

‘I hope he will be punished in the worst possible manner. May his hands be cut off (which hands)

 dared touch this little child.’ 

(2) ή του στυλ "εδώ καράβια χάνονται βαρκούλες αρμενίζουν". Που να καταλάβουν μάλλον οι 

      πολλοί μη γνωρίζοντας ότι ο μη σεβασμός στοιχειωδών ανθρωπίνων δικαιωμάτων…

      ‘or like “here whole ships are lost, small boats keep sailing”.  There is no way most people can 

understand without knowing that non-respecting basic human rights…’
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Variables, annotation, and metadata schemas for Early Modern 
Greek

Eleni Karantzola & Vasiliki Makri

Historical linguistics unveils the historical depth of languages and traces variation and change 
by analyzing linguistic variables over time. This field of linguistics usually deals with a closed 
data set that can only be expanded by the (re)discovery of previously unknown manuscripts or 
editions. In some cases, it is possible to use (almost) the entire closed corpus of a language for 
research, as is the case with the Thesaurus Linguae Graecae digital library for Ancient Greek, 
which contains most of the extant ancient Greek literature. However, concerning ‘dynamic’ 
periods when the production and circulation of texts in printed as well as manuscript form have 
not been fully mapped, representative samples and corpora of texts are needed. Such material  
and tools are utterly lacking for Early Modern Greek (16th-18th c.). In this study, the principles 
of the creation of EMoGReC, a pilot representative corpus of Early Modern Greek (16th-18th 
c.)  are presented. Its design follows the fundamental principles of historical corpora. The 
selection of texts aims to create a representative and balanced corpus that gives insight into 
diachronic, diatopic and diaphasic variation. The pilot sample includes data derived from fully 
machine-readable vernacular texts, which belong to 4-5 different textual genres and come from 
different geographical areas. We develop a hierarchical linguistic annotation scheme, further 
customized to fit the characteristics of our text corpus. Regarding variables and their variants,  
we use as a point of departure the bundle of twenty-four features (or categories of features) for 
prose demotic texts of the 16th c. Tags are introduced bearing the variants [+old/archaic] or  
[+novel/vernacular].  On  the  other  hand,  further  phenomena  that  are  underway  (cf.  The 
Cambridge Grammar of Medieval and Early Modern Greek) are selected for tagging. The 
annotated texts are enriched with metalinguistic and sociolinguistic metadata to provide a 
testbed for the development of the first comprehensive set of tools for the Greek language of 
that  period.  Based  on  a  relational  management  system  with  interconnection  of  data, 
annotations,  and their  metadata,  the  EMoGReC database aspires  to  join a  state-of-the-art 
technological ecosystem for the research of observed language variation and change using 
advanced computational approaches. 

Keywords — Early Modern Greek, variation and change, representative corpus, diachronic 
variables.
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Heritage language speakers constitute a distinct category of bilingual speakers with migration 

biographies and particular linguistic characteristics (Gavriilidou & Mitits, 2021). Assessing their 

linguistic competence in the heritage language is really challenging due to their characteristics, 

such as unbalanced development  of  writing  and speaking skills,  challenges in  learning the 

standard variety, and lack of metalinguistic knowledge (Kondo-Brown, 2021). A useful tool for 

assessing various levels of linguistic analysis and language acquisition is oral narratives (Andreou 

& Tsimpli, 2020) as such an evaluation is less biased compared to assessing their language 

abilities using tools standardized solely for monolinguals (Kunnari et al., 2016). Previous studies 

have found that the ability to organize narration macrostructure in bilingual speakers can be 

transferred from one language to another (Tsimpli et. al., 2016), and that the macrostructure 

elements found in monolingual and heritage speakers are similar and comparable (Kapia, 2013; 

Gavriilidou & Dosi, to appear). Various factors influence the language achievement in heritage 

language learners.  Performance on certain  measures  of  discourse production  can fluctuate 

depending on age (Fergadiotis et al., 2011), generation, and education level (Gavriilidou & Mitits, 

2021). The aim of this study is to (a) examine the macrostructure of oral narratives by speakers of 

Greek as a heritage language (GHL) living in the U.S. using a corpus-based study approach  and 

the Story Grammar components, and (b) to investigate the possible effect of variables, such as 

age, generation, and educational level on their productions. The data employed in the research is 

contained in the enriched Greek Heritage Language Corpus (Gavriilidou et  al.,  2019). More 

specifically, narratives are analyzed in terms of macrostructure based on an evaluation grid for 

oral productions, which focuses on aspects of task completion rather than aspects of general oral 

ability, suitable for recording the linguistic achievements and variations of GHL speakers. The 

results reveal that the participants' narratives are relatively complete in terms of macrostructure 

and  that  all  three  variables  under  investigation  positively  correlate  with  the  macrostructure 

demands of the oral production task.
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Pijene ferto / Ela des to: Constructionalization in serial motion verbs pijeno and 
erhome in Greek

Aglaia G. Trigka - University of Patras, Sorbonne Université

Throughout their history, motion verbs serve a variety of semantic properties apart from their 

prototypical sense of movement (Bybee, Pagliuca and Perkins 1991). Despite their frequency, 

motion verbs in Greek remain a systematically less explored area. This paper studies the 

emergence and evolution of serial constructions involving the motion verbs  pijeno ‘go’ and 

erhome ‘come’ as the initial verb, as exemplified in (1) and (2).

Serialization is defined as the syntactic phenomenon in which two or more verbs occur 

consecutively  without  an intervening complementizer  or  linking marker  (Aikhenvald 2018, 

Aikhenvald et al. 2006). Although this phenomenon has been extensively studied in other 

languages (Schiller 1990, Bisang 2009 among others), it has received relatively little attention 

in Greek (Logozzo & Tronci 2022, Joseph 1990). One notable characteristic of serial verbs is 

the use of an imperative followed by another imperative, conveying a sense of ‘exhortation’. 

However, late Medieval Greek data prove that constructions involving different moods may also 

be employed. For instance, the short form of the verb pao may appear in the indicative mood, 

followed by a verb in the subjunctive, expressing an ‘apprehensive’ meaning, as illustrated in 

example (3). 

The study focuses on a qualitative and quantitative synchronic analysis, mainly based 

on a Modern Greek data corpus (19th–21st centuries), to examine the evolution of the two 

motion verbs along a new path characterized by significant syntactic and semantic properties. 

Grounded in the theoretical framework of Construction Grammar (Barðdal et al. 2015, Traugott 

& Trousdale 2013), the research aims to explore the emergence of a new syntactic construction 

(VIMP – VIMP) and the development of the ‘apprehensive’ sense, which later gave rise to the 

‘exhortative’ meaning within motion verbs. Thus, special emphasis is placed on semantic as 

well as syntactic constraints in serial constructions employing pijeno and erhome in Modern 

Greek. Additionally, as constructionalization evolves (formNEW - meaningNEW), the paper analyzes 

newly emerged constructions involving the verb pao with distinct morphological properties and 

used in a rather familiar register, as enlightened in (4).

(1) Pijene fere to vivlio.

Go-3rd SING.IMP. bring-3rd SING.IMP. the book

“Go and bring the book”

(2) Ela des to.

Come-2nd SING.IMP. see-2nd SING.IMP it

“Come and see it
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(3) Chonome min pa              lachi     ke   dusi         me ta  matia su 

Hide        not go-3rd SING. happen and see-3rd PL. me the eyes  yours

“I hide lest your eyes notice me”

(Panoria 568, Trigka 2021: 1294)

(4) Pane mila tou.

Go-3rd-SING.IMP. talk him

“Go and talk to him”
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Adolescent language: the missing step from child to adult grammar 

Vina Tsakali, Marina Mastrokosta, Giorgos Pitsilis, Danae Karatzanou 

University of Crete 

The dominant tradition in child language experimental research postulates that L1 acquisition 

of the target language has been accomplished by no later than the age of 14. Even in the 

absence of such an assumption, linguistics research tradition has not provided measures of 

linguistic competence after the age of 13 and up to the age of 18. As a result, the  meso-

language competence  concerning  the  linguistic-cognitive  developmental  path  during 

adolescence and before reaching adult grammar is incomplete. 

The current study aims at showing the restrictions of this methodological structure and that, 

contrary to popular belief, certain aspects of a language concerning pragmatics-semantics and 

logical thinking, have not been fully acquired through the adolescent years. 

Methodology: We tested the semantic-pragmatic knowledge and the maturation of the logical 

thinking  of  young/adolescent  participants  (aged  13-18;  N=20/group)  on  linguistics 

constructions,  in  which  the  child  groups  had  not  exhibited  adult-like  performance.  The 

experimental protocols of this ongoing study have been used to test child comprehension (up to 

the age of 9) and adult-grammar. So far, we have results from the following tests: 

a) The comprehension of simple and counterfactual conditionals (following the experimental 

protocol by Rouvoli et al. 2019; for Greek), b) The comprehension of disjunction (following the 

experimental protocol by Tsakali et al. 2021, 2022), and c) The comprehension of conjunction 

(following the experimental protocol by Tsakali et al. 2021, 2022). 

Crucially in the experimental protocols on simple and counterfactual conditionals, children (up 

to the age of 8) had not shown adult-like performance, while the adult group displayed ceiling 

performance.  Regarding  the  protocols  testing  the  comprehension  of  disjunction,  adult 

performance varied between inclusive and exclusive readings but importantly children showed 

a variant pattern, significantly different from the adult one. With respect to the comprehension 

of conjunction, children (up to the age of 7) produced mistakes (especially with the three-

conjunct condition) significantly more compared to adults.  

Our results show that the adolescent group does not differ from adults on the comprehension of 

simple  conditionals;  they  do  however  differ  significantly  on  counterfactuals.  Similarly, 

adolescent group perform significantly different in comparison to adults on the interpretation of 

disjunction and conjunction with three conjuncts. 

It is concluded that the adolescent (meso-)language may reveal crucial aspects regarding the 

cognitive  and  linguistic  representations  at  this  stage,  which  is  probably  also  filtered  by 

individual  preferences and (socio-)linguistic  meta-representations.  The importance of  this 

study extends beyond linguistic theories and brings new insights, applicable in education, 
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clinical studies and legal issues: the addition of an adolescent control group will enable us to 

disentangle and control for more variables that enter into the language development process. 
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Prosody interacts with pragmatics: a case study on negative responses

Stella Gryllia, Riccardo Orrico and Amalia Arvaniti

Previous studies have mainly examined polar particles like yes and no in response to polar 

questions from a semantic perspective (Krifka 2013; Roelofsen & Farkas 2015), while less 

attention has been paid to the prosodic properties of  these particles (Tubau et  al.  2015; 

Goodhue  &  Wagner  2018).  Here  we  examine  the  interplay  of  prosody  and  pragmatics 

investigating the Greek negative polar particle oxi as a response to positive questions. The 

analysis reported is based on data from 8 native speakers of Greek (4F, 4M), 23-30 years old 

(mean = 26; S.D. = 3.8) who grew up in monolingual families in Athens and were recorded in 

the studio of the department of Music Studies in the University of Athens (using headmics 

Sennheiser HSP2 and Zoom H6 recorder). Participants were recorded in groups of four and 

played the board game Μάντεψε Τι + Ποιος “Guess What + Who”. One of the participants wore 

a headband with a picture card that depicted a person, an animal or an object and was 

instructed to ask questions trying to guess what  was on the card,  while  the other  three 

participants were instructed to answer the questions using yes or no responses. Participants 

took turns and each recording session lasted approximately 30min.

The collected data were annotated in Praat (Boersma & Weenink 2024). We marked the onset 

and the offset of the questions as well as the onset and the offset of the negative response oxi 

“no”. The resulting corpus consisted of 814 negative responses (oxi) and were relatively evenly 

divided  among  speakers  [SP.F1:108,  SP.F2:147,  SP.F3:108,  SP.F4:122,  SP.M5:98, 

SP.M6:86, SP.M7:95, SP.M8:58]. The f0 contours of oxi were analysed using a data-driven 

approach to describe intonation, and performing hierarchical cluster analysis following the 

procedure described in Kaland (2023). For each oxi utterance we extracted 20 equidistant F0 

values using a Praat script, and these values were used to perform a series of cluster analyses 

in R (R Core Team 2022). 

Here we report the results of the final cluster analysis with five clusters. Figure 1 shows how the 

contours are divided per cluster and how the mean contours look in each cluster. As shown in 

cluster 2 and 1 the majority of the curves were falls probably corresponding to a H*L-L% in 

autosegmental terms; clusters 3 and 5 show rising curves, while cluster 4 shows a rise-fall. 

These contours correlate with specific discourse functions. The most frequent one, the falling 

contours, appear to have the same function as canonical statements, and were mainly used as 

assertive no answers. Speakers used these to mark the topic under discussion as closed and 

to invite the interlocutor to ask a different question making a different guess. Speakers used 

rises to show that the topic under discussion was not closed and to invite the interlocutor to 

continue with similar questions. These results show the interplay of prosody and pragmatics.
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Figure 1 Mean contour per cluster with five clusters assumed
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Dear  MPs,  who  are  you  addressing?  Side  participants  and  meta-discursive 

strategies in the parliamentary discourse corpus on language issues (CGL David 

Antoniou Archive)

Parliamentary discourse represents a complex and specialized form of political discourse, 

with a strong rhetorical dimension (Ilie 2003, 2015; Τσάκωνα 2008; Archakis & Tsakona 

2011; Tsagaraki 2022). It combines institutional and conversational features, including 

both  monitored  and spontaneous  discursive  characteristics  and  strategies.  Although 

largely  conventionalized,  instances  of  (fairly)  improvised  interventions  enhance  its 

rhetorical effectiveness, as MPs often address a broad (present and virtual) audience, 

including direct  addressees,  ‘side-participants,’  insiders,  and outsiders  (cf.  Ilie  2003, 

2015, 2017;  Τσάκωνα 2008, 392). Thus, parliamentary discourse can be viewed as a 

hybrid  genre.  Alongside  parliamentary  typical  genres  (e.g.,  ministerial  statements, 

parliamentary speeches, debates and questions, draft laws, amendments, letters, etc.), it 

also includes non-formal ones (‘parenthetical’ according to Ilie 2003a, 2015), such as 

apostrophes and addresses to various participants,  anecdotal  narratives,  quotations, 

reciting  of  whole  literary  texts.  These  may  be  analysed  in  the  framework  of  meta-

discursive  strategies  —  “rhetorically  structured  communicative  and  interactional 

strategies used by speakers to signal, highlight, mitigate, or cancel parts of their ongoing 

discourse and their varying relevance to different addressees and/or audience members” 

(Ilie 2003b, 71). 

Based mainly on Ilie 2003 (a, b), we will explore such strategies in relation to explicitly or 

implicitly  stated  ‘participants’,  drawning  from the  parliamentary  discourse  corpus  on 

language issues (CGL David Antoniou Archive). This corpus (see Centre for the Greek 

Language  2021;  Αραποπούλου,  Ακριτίδου &  Βασιλειάδης 2024)  includes  Greek 

parliamentary debates (as well as related material) on language and language education 

from the establishment of the Greek state until  1986. The analysis will  focus on key 

debates of 1911, 1917 and 1982 (establishment of katharevousa as official language, 

introduction  of  demotic  in  primary  school,  introduction  of  monotonic  orthography, 

respectively). Our aim is to reveal the functions these strategies perform (e.g. highlighting 

the speakers’ professional and/or public image, capturing the audience’s attention and 

sympathy, foregrounding ideological and personal representations, etc.), anticipating to 

offer useful insights on interesting aspects of Greek parliamentary discourse over time, as 

well as aspects of the Greek Language Issue. 

Dear MPs, who are you addressing? Side participants and meta-discursive
strategies in the parliamentary discourse corpus on language issues (CGL David
Antoniou Archive)
Μaria Arapopoulou
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“Examining the enigma of left governmentality in Greece via Andreas Papandreou 
and  Alexis  Tsipras’  Parliamentary  Speeches  –  A  Discourse  Argumentative 
Approach”

Left wing politics and especially the left governmentality have dominated the discourse 
of the Greek radical and center left wing parties during the era of Syriza’s rise and 
Syriza ANEL coalition government (2015-2019) and led to a political debate regarding 
the origins of the progressive governance between the Socialist Party (PASOK) and the 
Radical Left-Syriza, that was based on recontextualisations and the revival of political 
slogans of the past. 
Drawing upon the discursive strategies of the Discourse Historical Approach (DHA) to 
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and especially its argumentation strategies (Reisigl 
and Wodak, 2001),  I  intend to explore how the two parties’ ‘charismatic leaders’ 
(Kissas,  2020)  -Andreas  Papandreou and Alexis  Tsipras-  adopted a  discriminatory 
discourse  against  their  ideological  enemies  in  the  name  of  progressive  vote  and 
normalized populism as a discursive apparatus of the left. In particular, I focus on a 
Discourse  Argumentative  Approach  (DAA)  based  on  the  Aristotelian  topoi  and 
fallacies, mainly the topos of indication and the common sense fallacy (Boukala, 2016), 
to study whether and how the two leaders had put the left governmentality on the front 
stage by utilising appeals to emotion and common sense and legitimising political 
dichotomies of Greece’s divided past. Chouliaraki and Fairclough (2005) emphasised 
the importance of power relations as relations of domination based upon consent that 
involves the naturalisation of practices and their social relations as matters of common 
sense.  Through  this  prism,  I  bring  examples  by  the  two  leaders’ characteristic 
Parliamentary  speeches  to  compare  their  rhetoric,  and  to  examine  common sense 
fallacies as ideological strategies, as well as power relations on the basis of populism 
and through the resurgence of concepts such as ‘national dignity’ and ‘reconstruction’. 

Boukala, S. (2016). Rethinking topos in the discourse historical approach: Endoxon 
seeking and argumentation in Greek media discourses on ‘Islamist terrorism’. 
Discourse Studies, 18(3), 249–268.
Chouliaraki, L. & Fairclough, N. (2005). Discourse in Late Modernity: Rethinking 
Critical Discourse Analysis. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Kissas, A. (2020). Performative and ideological populism: The case of charismatic 
leaders on Twitter. Discourse & Society, 31(3), 268-284.
Reisigl, M. & Wodak, R. (2001). Discourse and Discrimination: Rhetorics of Racism.  
London: Routledge. 
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Deploying the ParlaMint Greek parliamentary data for political analysis

This  paper  aims to  investigate  aspects  of  political  ideologies  of  Greek  parties  and their 

members, by studying parliamentary data, using exploratory data analysis techniques. The 

present research builds on previous work [1,2], broadening the scope of analysis and the time 

interval studied, while adopting a Large Language Model (LLM)-based approach. We intend to 

identify  similarities and/or  differences in the speeches of  political  parties’  members,  both 

across  and  within  parties,  in  relation  to  their  parties’  manifestos,  but  also  in  relation  to 

parameters such as gender, age, etc., by analysing topics discussed, vocabulary used and 

stylistic  choices  made,  based  on  two  datasets:  the  ParlaMint-GR Corpus  and the  Party 

Manifestos  corpus.  The  ParlaMint-GR Corpus  is  the  Greek  part  of  a  set  of  multilingual 

comparable corpora, compiled and annotated following common collection and processing 

principles and metadata, in the framework of the ParlaMint project [3]. The Greek data (50 

million  words)  were  scraped from the  Hellenic  Parliament  official  site  [4]  and  consist  of 

approximately 350K speeches by 634 members of the Parliament in the period 2015-2022. 

Each  speech  has  been automatically  processed,  linked  to  its  speaker,  and  annotated 

structurally and linguistically, using the ILSP Neural NLP toolkit [5]. Dedicated metadata have 

been added, allowing for multiple investigations on the data, based on a variety of parameters. 

The Party Manifestos corpus [6] is a collection of pre-electoral manifestos of Greek political 

parties published during Parliamentary elections of the decade 2009-2019, available through 

CLARIN:EL, the National Infrastructure for Language Resources & Technologies [7]. 

We will  investigate  political  ideologies  deploying  Large  Language  Models  (LLMs)  based 

methods. We will make use of LLMs with a strong performance in handling Greek, like Meltemi 

7B [8], the first open LLM for Greek. The LLM will be fed with ideology labels (encoded in the 

ParlaMint-GR corpus), assigned to parties by the Chapel Hill Expert Survey, which estimates 

the ideological positioning of parties and places each one on a spectrum from far-left to far-

right. In this way we will guide the model’s understanding of ideological contexts in a few-shot 

learning process. This will enable us to perform queries to the model and extract information 

about the ideology expressed in speeches and manifestos. An additional aim of this study is to 

evaluate the performance of LLMs in political discourse analysis. 

We anticipate that our findings will  demonstrate the utility of LLMs in examining complex 

linguistic  and ideological  patterns,  thus providing valuable insights into political  discourse 

analysis. As regards limitations, it is possible that training data biases may guide the model in 

generating ungrounded responses when faced with the genres of parliamentary speeches and 

party manifestos. We will assess similar hallucinations together with any biases related to 

gender and race that may appear in the LLM output.

Deploying the ParlaMint Greek parliamentary data for political analysis
Μaria Gavriilidou
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“Language ideologies and argumentative strategies in parliamentary discourse: 

The topos of threat (1901-1930)”

The connection between language and the national identity at the beginning of the 20th 

century was one of the central aspects of the "Greek language question", i.e. the heated 

debate over which variety,  Katharevousa or Demotic,  were to be adopted as the official 

language of the public sphere (administration, education etc.) in the newly founded Greek 

state. Within the wider context of major historical events, like the Balkan Wars, the First World 

War and the Asia Minor Catastrophe, the domestic national discourse had assumed the "task" 

of linguistic and socio-cultural homogenization of the internal territory, with both competing 

varieties being employed towards this end, despite their differentiated linguistic features and 

sociopragmatic functions (Archakis 2020). 

Given  that  parliamentary  discourse (Ilie,  2015,  2017)  manifests  attitudes  and 

processes inextricably linked to perceptions, beliefs, and stereotypes that circulate widely in 

society, parliamentary data of the time constitute the ideal field for studying the intricate 

interaction of prevalent language ideologies, on one hand, and argumentative strategies put 

forward by MPs, on the other hand, at crucial  moments of parliamentary discussions on 

language policy  (e.g.  Evangelika  ‘Gospel  riots’,  the  Constitutional  Revision  of  1911,  the 

Educational Reform of 1917 etc.). 

In this light and  drawing upon the discursive strategies of the Discourse Historical 

Approach (DHA),  and especially  the Aristotelian “topoi”,  as content-related warrants that 

legitimize a particular argument (Reisigl and Wodak, 2001; Boukala, 2016), the aim of this 

paper is to highlight: 1) the “topos of threat” as a key argumentative strategy in parliamentary 

discourse, reflecting specific metapragmatic stereotypes pertaining to issues of language use, 

2) the connection of the two varieties, Katharevousa and Demotic, with competing views of 

national identity, within the framework of specific ideological and political stakes.

The textual corpus analysed includes excerpts from parliamentary sessions that took 

place between 1901 and 1930, drawn from the Hellenic Parliament Minutes and the Official  

Gazette of Parliamentary Debates, included in the David Antoniou parliamentary corpus on 

language issues (Centre for the Greek Language, 2021). 
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Policy Priorities and Legitimization Strategies in the Inaugural Parliamentary Speeches of 

Greek Premiers, 2009-2019.

Abstract

At the beginning of each parliamentary session, the newly elected Greek premiers 

address the Plenary and deliver their Government’s Policy Statements, outlining its policy 

priorities and main objectives for the coming years. In most cases, they also offer extensive 

remarks on the current state of the country, the challenges, and the opportunities that lay 

ahead to provide the necessary context and justification for the latter. By examining their 

inaugural speeches, we can thus gain valuable insight both with regards to their own political 

strategy and policy-making, as well as the state of political affairs in the country, i.e., the main 

axes of political contestation, their discursive articulation, etc. 

In this regard, the aim of this paper is to offer an in-depth analysis of the Government 

Policy Statements delivered by George Papandreou (PASOK), Antonis Samaras (ND), Alexis 

Tsipras (SYRIZA), and Kyriakos Mitsotakis (ND) between 2009 and 2019, i.e., the period 

marking the advent and end of Greece’s fiscal and sovereign debt-crisis. By so doing, the 

analysis provides insight into the transformations of the Greek party system during the crisis 

and elucidates the discursive articulation of a) the new political cleavages, b) the competing 

approaches  over  the  crisis  management  and  the  different  legitimization  strategies  that 

accompanied them, and finally c) the constrictions imposed by the MoU framework on the 

domestic  political  elites.  Methodologically  our  research  is  based  on  Critical  Discourse 

Analysis, paying close attention to the broader historical context, the power dynamics, and the 

dominant frames that shaped the ideas, policies, and strategies of the examined actors. To 

highlight the key dynamics at play we pay particular emphasis on the juxtaposition of the 

Government Policy Statements delivered by a) Papandreou (2009) and Mitsotakis (2019), b) 

Samaras (2012) and Tsipras (2015a), and c) Tsipras (2015a) and Tsipras (2015b). Couple “a” 

allows us to identify the long-term shifts in political discourse brought about by the crisis, 

couple “b” to compare the two main approaches that underlay the pro vs anti-memorandum 

divide during the crisis, and couple “c” SYRIZA’s political U-turn against the backdrop of the 

negotiations over the third Greek bailout and its governmental experience under the MoU 

regime. 
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A Distant Reading approach to parliamentary discourse of political leaders 
during motion of no confidence in the years following the democratic transition 
in Greece 

Abstract

This study investigates motions of no confidence (MNCs) as a distinctive sub-genre 

of  parliamentary  discourse  in  Greece  (Fitsilis  &  Koryzis,  2016)  during  the  years 

following the democratic transition. Utilising a distant reading approach, we employ 

advanced Natural  Language Processing (NLP) and stylometric tools to analyse a 

comprehensive  corpus  of  parliamentary  speeches  delivered  by  political  leaders 

during  MNC  debates  since  1974  till  present.  Our  methodology  involves  several 

computational techniques, including Corpus Compilation and Preprocessing, Natural 

Language Processing (NLP) (Honnibal & Montani, 2017), Frequency and Collocation 

Analysis (Anthony, 2024; Benoit et al., 2018), Stylometric Analysis (Eder et al., 2016), 

Topic Modelling (Grootendorst, 2022), and  Diachronic Analysis.  

Drawing on Biber and Conrad’s (2009) framework for genre analysis, we argue that 

MNCs  possess  unique  grammatical  characteristics  and  lexical  choices  that 

differentiate  them from other  parliamentary  sub-genres.  Specifically,  we  focus  on 

identifying  pervasive  grammatical  features  and  recurrent  words  distributed 

throughout the MNC texts. We also explore distinctive linguistic constructions—sub-

genre markers—that are formulaic, occur in specific locations within the texts, and 

are absent in other parliamentary discourses. A central  aspect of  our research is 

examining the influence of  Greek diglossia and the diachronic  changes in  formal 

discourse within the parliamentary context. We analyse how the linguistic features of 

MNC speeches reflect the transition from diglossic practices to a more standardised 

language use following the democratic shift (Tambouratzis et al., 2004). 

Our findings reveal that MNC speeches exhibit distinct linguistic patterns, including 

specific  grammatical  constructions  and  lexical  choices  that  serve  as  sub-genre 

markers.  For  instance,  certain  formal  expressions  and  rhetorical  devices  are 

consistently used to structure arguments during MNC debates but are less prevalent 

in other parliamentary contexts. The analysis also demonstrates a gradual shift from 

the use of Katharevousa to Demotic Greek, reflecting broader sociolinguistic changes 

and the diminishing influence of diglossia in formal discourse.
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Multilingualism in the medieval written sources: Greek in Norman Southern Italy

Theodore Markopoulos, University of Patras

The still extant, albeit very diminished Greek-speaking communities of Southern Italy (and 

Sicily) have attracted the attention of many scholars (linguists featuring prominently among 

them), for various reasons, including (but not limited to) their alleged continuous presence 

since ancient times, as well as the ‘peculiar’, idiosyncratic features of the linguistic varieties of 

Greek they utilize, which exhibit both interesting retentions from previous stages in the history 

of the language and strong influence by local Romance varieties (for a recent historical survey, 

cf. Manolessou & Pantelidis, 2021). It is also relatively well-known that there is direct, surviving 

textual evidence for the presence of a Greek-speaking population in the medieval Southern 

Italy and Sicily (11th-13th centuries): legal documents from the archive of the Norman Kingdom 

of Sicily and Naples, which were written in Greek and constitute an important window into the 

(socio)linguistic situation of the area in the late medieval period. The linguistic features of this 

Greek variety have been studied, but mainly from a philological point of view (Minas, 2003), 

which systematically underestimates and/or misrepresents an important sociolinguistic factor, 

i.e. multilingualism and its results, despite the fact that the medieval Norman kingdom of Sicily 

and Southern Italy is famous for its multicultural nature (cf. e.g Loud & Metcalfe, 2002).

The aim of this paper is, therefore, to investigate a large corpus of such documents 

(approximately  350  in  number),  which  consists  mainly  of  contracts,  but  also  ducal/royal 

decrees etc. from Southern Italy that were published in a single volume (Trinchera, 1864). 

Crucially, the investigation is carried out from a language contact perspective: In other words, it 

aims, on the one hand, to highlight features of language usage, apart from the obvious lexical 

borrowings (as Minas, 2003 has already isolated and listed such instances in his study), that 

could be attributed to contact between Greek and -mainly- Romance speakers, including e.g. 

the frequency and the syntactic properties of gerundival constructions or even ‘divergent’ 

pronoun/ clitic uses (see ex. 1-2). 

On the  other  hand,  the  study  attempts  to  investigate  the  textual  sources  from a 

historical  sociolinguistic  perspective,  to  determine  the  type  of  ‘multilingualism  in  written 

discourse’ (Sebba, 2013) exhibited: Employing a ‘bottom-up’ approach, it examines various 

sociolinguistic aspects such as the onomastics (ex.3, cf. also Korhonen, 2011) and historical 

demography in general as represented in the sources (cf. also Dediu & Knooihuizen, 2012 for 

the importance of such studies), as well as variation observed in formulaic constructions (ex.4) 

and its significance for our understanding of the social dynamics in the wider community. 

The investigation highlights the complexity and the dynamic character of the linguistic 

landscape of Norman Southern Italy, where Greek gradually faded into the background in 

terms of  its  political  /  sociolinguistic  significance,  even though it  superficially  retained its 

connection to the written tradition of the ‘Byzantine officialese’ till the end of the period.

Multilingualism in the medieval written sources: Greek in Norman Southern Italy
Theodore Markopoulos
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Examples

(1) …φενομε οικηα μου βουλη…πολοντα τον εμον κυπον…

“I seem/am selling my garden willingly…”

(Trinchera, 197 / d. 1179)

(2) Εγω ο ανωτερω ριθεις βασιλειος γρεκος κριτης χωρας βιβονης εμε υπεγραψα δια του 

σταυρου

“I the abovementioned Vasilios Greco, judge of Vivoni, me/I signed with the cross”

(Trinchera, 331 / d. 1283)

(3) γραφεν δια χειρος πρεσβυτερου γουλιελμου

“written by the hand of William the priest”

(Trinchera, 231 / d. 1192)

(4) a. ομολογουμεν του ζημιουσθαι εν το Φισκω ριγατα λστ΄

“We acknowledge of having to pay in the royal treasury 36 coins”

(Trinchera, 231 / d. 1192)

b. αλλα και ζημηα υποστηνε μας διμοσιακη ης το βασιλικον σαγκαιλλιον ριγατα εκατων

   “…but we’ll also have to pay a fine at the royal treasury 100 coins”

(Trinchera, 232 / d. 1192)
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The EXO NA constructions of Modern Greek: 

A Network approach to Compositionality and Idiosyncrasy
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The verb EXO appears with a wide array of valency patterns and the present study focuses on 

those that include a NA clause as one of the arguments. It will be argued that there are multiple 

constructions with EXO and NA as their constituent parts, and not all of them have being noted or 

received due attention in the existing literature. While the less compositional constructions 

(examples (7) - (8)) have been partly analyzed in earlier work  (Moser 1993; von Fintel & 

Iatridou 2007; Iatridou 2014) there are other patterns (examples (1) – (4)) that although with the 

same form (EXO NP NA), are differentiated on the basis of semantic, pragmatic and syntactic 

(constituency)  criteria.  Furthermore,  there  are  special  mentions  in  the  literature  for  the 

existence of a semi-auxiliary EXO NA construction, that is more grammaticalized in terms of 

form, given the absence of the NP slot; a pattern associated with multiple meanings (examples 

(5) – (6))1.

The constructional status of these patterns will be investigated on the basis of a corpus-

based  study.  More  specifically,  the  totality  of  the  tokens  that  instantiate  the  EXO NA 

constructions in the Corpus of  Greek Texts  (Goutsos 2010) have been analyzed in both 

qualitative and quantitative terms, arguing that they are licensed by multiple constructions that 

vary in terms of compositionality, schematicity and productivity. For a constructional analysis, it 

is crucial to recognize the motivated features that can be accounted for in terms of inheritance 

at a constituent-level and the construction-level information that is particular to the construction 

as whole (Fried & Östman 2004: 25). Therefore, given that all these constructions share the 

same constituents, they form a family of interrelated constructions that also motivate each 

other. Ultimately the goal of the present work is to provide a network that captures each 

construction’s meaning, function and form while accounting for the similarities in terms of 

constituent parts (EXO & NA). 

Keywords

construction grammar, constructional networks, exo, na

1 The examples mentioned are limited due to space limitations.
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Examples

(1) ðen ixan xrimata na tis aγorasun
NEG have 3PL.PST money ACC.PL na PRO.ACC.PL.F buy 3PL.PFV

They didn’t have the money to buy them.

(2) exo ena atomo na ta ҫirizete
have 1SG.PRS INDF.ACC.SG person ACC.SG na PRO.ACC.PL.N handle 3SG.IMPFV

I have someone handling these.

(3) exo ce ti mitera mu na griɲazi
have 1SG.PRS and DEF.ACC.SG mother ACC.SG POSS.1SG.GE

N

na complain 3SG.IMPFV

I have my mother complaining […]

(4) ce eçi polla akomi na ðosi
and have 3SG.PRS a lot still na give 3SG.PFV

[…] and he has much more to give.

(5) i servia  eçi na adimetopisi
DEF.NOM.SG Servia NOM.SG have 3SG.PRS na face 3SG.PFV

tis anages tulaçiston 350000 kosovaron servon
DEF.ACC.PL need ACC.PL at least 350000 Kosovo Serbs

Serbia has to accommodate at least 350,000 Kosovo Serbs.

(6) ixa na to leo poso kala perasa
have 1SG.PST NA PRO.ACC.SG.N say 1PL.IMPFV how much have fun 1SG.PFV.PST 

I kept saying how much fun I had.

(7) ðen eçis para na fiγis
NEG have 2SG.PRS other than na leave 2SG.PFV

All you need to do is leave.

(8) exo ðʝo mines na fao sokolata
have 1SG.PRS two month ACC.PL na eat 1SG.PFV chocolate ACC.SG

I haven’t eaten chocolate in two months.
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Exempt anaphora in Standard Modern Greek: evidence from the nominal domain

Standard Modern Greek [SMG] has two anaphoric non-deictic nominals: ‘o eaftos tu’ (lit. the 

self his) and ‘o idhjos’ (lit. the same) (Anagnostopoulou & Everart, 1999, 2013; Angelopoulos & 

Sportiche, 2023; Samiotis, 2022 i.a.). While the distribution of the first is subject to Condition-A 

of the binding theory, the distribution of the second seems more similar to that of pronouns 

(Iatridou, 1986; Samiotis, 2022). Two alternative approaches could be developed to explain 

their usual complementarity:  a competition-based one and a  structural one.  Angelopoulos 

(2024) claims that a competition-based model would fail to explain data where both elements 

have the same position, such as (1). He claims that in (1)  o eaftos tu is licensed by being 

interpreted as a logophor, thus resembling the logophoric nominal o idhjos (Samiotis, 2022). 

However, Anagnostopoulou & Everaert (1999) have argued against the logophoric potential of 

o eaftos tu, thus approaching it only as an anaphor.

Following Anagnostopoulou & Everaert (1999), in this paper, I bring new evidence against 

the logophoric potential of o eaftos tu. I claim that whenever both anaphoric nominals seem to 

be in free alternation, as in (1), this is a confound of independent factors. In a nutshell, o idhjos 

is always licensed as a logophor, as Samiotis (2022) argues, while o eaftos tu is either locally 

bound  or  licensed  under  a  proxy  reading,  referring  to  a  disembodied,  though  identical, 

instantiation of its referent (Jackendoff, 1992; Reuland & Winter, 2009; Safir, 1996, 2004 i.a.).

Since the phenomenon of two being in free alternation is only observed in the nominal 

domain (i.e. when they follow a noun, an in (1)), not the verbal one as Angelopoulos (2024) 

points out, I restrict myself to examining data of the first type. My investigation capitalizes on 

two empirical observations, which stem from the examples (1) and (2). On the one hand, in 

those nouns allowing for an agentive reading to the noun that follows them, as fotographia 

(photograph) in (1), this reading is only available to o idhjos, not to o eaftos tu. In other words, 

only the former can be interpreted as the ‘photo-taker’. The latter is only interpreted as the 

depiction of its referent. On the other hand, if it is true that ‘o eaftos tu’ has logophoric potential, 

sentences such as the one in (2) showcase the opposite, since it remains immune to logophoric 

centers (i.e. tu Jani), which o idhjos can refer to. Hence, if o eaftos tu lacks logophoric potential, 

other  conditions must  be responsible  for  its  exceptional  licensing, as in  (1). Therefore,  I 

examine two crucial factors with respect to the category of the noun that o idhjos and o eaftos 

tu follow: (a) if it has an implicit external argument that can locally bind the anaphor or create 

Condition-B effects (cf. Collins, 2024; Paparounas, 2023) and (b) if it can license a proxy 

reading of the anaphor (cf. Jackendoff, 1992; Safir, 2004 i.a.). 

If I am on the right track that  o eaftos tu and  o idhjos do not overlap with respect to 

logophoric licensing, then their free alternation must be an epiphenomenon. This could shed 

more light to the issue of their categorial status and how they may exempt from Condition A.
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Examples

(1) O Tasos1 pistevi oti iparchi mia fotoghrafia tu eaftu tu1 /

The Tasos belives that exists a photograph the self his

tu idhju1 kremasmeni sto dhomatio. 

the same hanged in.the room. 

‘Tasos believes that there exists a photograph of himself hanged in the room.’

(2) I entiposi tu Jani1 oti to afstiro vlema *[tu eaftu tu]1 / 

The impression the John that the strict glance   the self his / 

tu idhju1 enochlise tus mathites tu ine entelos lanthasmeni. 

the same annoyed the students his is totally  mistaken. 

‘John’s impression that the strict  glance of himself  annoyed his students is totally 

mistaken.’ 
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Pitch correlates of palatalization in whistled Greek

Introduction The village of Antias in Euboea maintains a whistled register of Greek named 

Sfyria.  Linguistic  work  has documented some sociolinguistic  [4]  and phonological  ([6,4]) 

properties  of  the  whistled  language.  Vowels  in  Sfyria  are  stratified  by  pitch,  and  are 

phonemically distinguished three ways /i, e~u, a~o/ [6]. Consonants are modulated as pitch 

variations on the edges of the vowels, and are collapsed into at least seven categories [4]. 

However, subphonemic processes have never been systematically examined in Sfyria.

Novel Contribution This paper investigates whether whistled Greek encodes non-phonemic 

palatalization. In the whistled Greek phonology, place is encoded by pitch variation at the 

vowel edges while manner is encoded by differences in intervocalic transition pause times. 

Thus, a palatalization process on velar consonants (k x g ɣ) [5] and coronal sonorants (n l) [2] 

could have a noticeable effect on pitch of vowel edges adjacent to palatalized consonants in 

whistled Greek. To test this, we ran a palatalization experiment in both spoken and whistled 

Greek to test whether pitch differences occur at vowel edges of palatalized and unpalatalized 

variants of Greek consonants.

Method The experiment uses the frame sentence ipe [X] kathara [1] with minimal pairs tested 

utterance-internally. Tokens were controlled to fit a C1V1C2V́ 2 template with fixed final stress, 

where C2 is a palatalizable consonant in spoken Greek, including all velars as well as /l n/ [2,5]. 

Each vowel was independently varied between /i e a/. Two participants (half of known Greek 

whistlers)  were shown 108 sentences on slides and instructed to read them in whistled 

modality, then the experiment was repeated in spoken modality. Each V1C2V2 sequence was 

coded and measured for pitch and intensity in spoken (50-300Hz) and whistled (800-4200Hz) 

modalities.

Results A linear regression in R used the pitch of the final quintile of V1 as a dependent 

variable, as a proxy for measuring consonant place in whistled language [4]. The significant 

independent variables were V1 vowel quality, modality, as well as an interaction between 

modality and palatalization. The non-significant independent variables were repetition number, 

vowel duration, speaker, and palatalization of the consonant. The model had an R-squared 

score of 0.89, reflecting a fairly good model of the variation present in the data.

Analysis Palatalization does not affect pitch of the edge of V1 in spoken Greek but it does so in 

whistled Greek (Figure 2) at a statistically significant rate (Figure 1). Thus, we conclude that 

palatalization processes are systematically encoded in whistled Greek despite their  non-

phonemic status. The whistled correlates seem to be an upward shift in consonantal loci when 

palatalized  [4,  Figure  2].  Thus,  this  experiment  presents  evidence  that  whistled  Greek 

emulates  the  phonological  output  of  spoken  language  mediated  by  spoken  Greek 

phonological rules as opposed to maximizing phonemic contrasts.
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Figure 1. Linear regression  

 

Figure 2. Pitch in whistled and spoken vowels. 
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#StopInequalityandRacism:  Αctivist  discourses  and  ethno-cultural  identities  on 

Facebook and Instagram by an Afghan and a Palestinian immigrant in Greece

Affected by various socio-political and socio-economic circumstances, such as wars, racism 

and public services privatization, immigrants worldwide try both offline and online to support 

and empower themselves and other members of migratory or their ethnic community through 

activism.  Social  movement  theories  have  overlooked  the  discursive  and  other  semiotic 

mechanisms of resistance, which constitute essential dimensions of collective action (van 

Dijk 2021). 

To redress this imbalance, in this study, we investigate the ways in which two immigrants in 

Greece (one from Afghanistan and one from Palestine) use Facebook and Instagram in order 

to  promote  social  justice,  to  question  dominant  power  structures,  and  to  construct  their 

ethno-cultural  identities.  Particularly,  we  analyze:  a)  the  various  linguistic  and  semiotic 

choices that the two immigrants employ to digitally engage in collective action and resistance 

concerning socio-political and socio-economical causes; b) the social media affordances that 

they used for the above purpose; c) the subtypes of discourses emerged relating to migratory 

resistance and whether they belong to a real activist action or they lean towards “slacktivism” 

(Jones 2015), to a “surface-level”  activism (Lee & Abidin 2023);  and d)  the way the two 

immigrants perceive resistance and activist practices. 

For the data gathering, we have chosen a digital ethnographic approach (Androutsopoulos 

2008)  which  combines  screen  observation  (social  media  posts)  and  interviews  with  the 

immigrants.  Our  data  fall  under  three  categories:  1. issues  of  equality  and  anti-racism, 

protection and asylum provision to refugees; 2. issues related to war; and 3. socio- political 

and socio-economic issues within the Greek context. For the processing of our data, we draw 

on a synthetic analytical  framework which combines concepts and tools from multimodal 

critical discourse analysis (Machin & Mayr 2023), van Dijk’s (2001) sociocognitive approach 

and van Leeuwen’s (2008) actors’ representation model.

The analysis shows that,  on the one hand, activist  action is detected with few instances 

beginning from online environments leading to the emergence of various forms of resistance 

offline. On the other hand, other instances begin from offline non-institutional movements 

(such as riots,  strikes) (Karatzogianni 2015) leading to online posts. In some cases, it  is 

observed that  activism is  connected with  ethno-cultural  aspects  of  identity  regarding the 

immigrants’ country of origin and country of settlement.

Keywords: immigrants, activism, resistant discourses, ethno-cultural identities, multimodal 

critical discourse analysis
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Vasileios Michos

Against compound stress in Greek; in favor of a tight syntax-to-prosody mapping

Introduction Although Standard Modern Greek (SMG) exhibits phonologically variable stress (1), 

compounds have a relatively fixed stress location. Namely, compounds are usually either stressed 

in the antepenultimate syllable when ending in -o (2) or they retain the stress location found in 

isolated words when the compound is inflected (3). Nespor and Ralli (1996) take this as evidence 

for  a  special  prosodic  domain in  Modern Greek compounding and posit  a  privileged stress 

assignment for some compounds in a pre-syntactic lexicon. Non-lexicalist approaches argue that 

compounding is entirely syntactic (Harley, 2011) and phonology is strictly post-syntactic, making a 

pre-syntactic treatment of prosody untenable.  Novel contribution This study challenges the 

conclusions reached by Nespor and Ralli (1996) by building on so-called ‘hybrid’ compounds 

(Revithiadou,  1997).  These  compounds  exhibit  stress  alternations  whose  syntax-to-prosody 

mapping is amenable to syntactic theories on word formation. I disentangle two categories of 

stress alternations in ‘hybrid’ compounds: (i) those where stress shift is semantically null (4), and 

(ii) those where a meaning difference occurs (5ab). I argue that in the latter subgroup, prosody 

marks two discrete syntactic constituencies. One gives rise to a truly compositional (6a) and one 

to an evaluative adjectival (6b) interpretation. In doing so, I provide the syntactic representation of 

these compound structures and build the formal morphophonological component, couched in 

Distributed Morphology. This syntax/prosody alignment makes compound-specific phonological 

rules redundant.  Analysis This paper investigates the stress locus on SMG compounds and 

juxtaposes it to their morphosyntactic constituent structure. We find that the stress domains are 

parallel  to  syntactic  domains.  This  alignment  provides  evidence  against  existing  lexicalist 

approaches. We suggest that stress assignment is not pre-syntactic, but rather reflects juncture in 

the constituency of compounds as in Halle and Chomsky (1968). We demonstrate that compound 

stress in Modern Greek is not a distinct phenomenon, but rather epiphenomenal of a one-to-one 

relation between syntactic and prosodic constituency. The dataset is circumscribed to the data in 

Nespor and Ralli (1996) and Revithiadou (1997), making a comparison easier. Argumentation 

After we offer a taxonomy of compounds with respect to their stress patterns, we establish why 

meaning differences in ‘hybrid’ compounds can only be syntactic in the Y-minimalist model of 

grammar, we offer the syntactic representation which is read off by the PF. Because we directly 

address stress alternations in 'hybrid' compounds, this analysis demonstrates significant empirical 

advantages over previous accounts. Applying Occam’s razor, it’s also theoretically preferable, 

because it reduces what was previously a compound-specific rule to a by-product of ordinary 

syntax-to-prosody mapping.
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